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a practical success. I saw him on a number of
occasions later, when he was working to unravel
the skein of litigation that tied up the Bessemer
process and prevented its adoption in this eoun-

try until ten years after it, was patented here.
I can recall the announcement in the technical
journals of that day of the discovery by Robert
Mushet, a Scotchman, that, spiegeleisen would
recarbumc iron blown in a converter and thus
produce steel. We did not know of this in
America for some time after Mushet\s patents
were granted in Kngland, which was in the latter
part of 1856. Up to that time Kelly did not
suspect that he had found a new way to make
steel, and had urged his process on iron manu-
facturers only as a cheap and rapid method of
purifying iron for rolling mills, claiming that it
would take the place of puddling > something it
has, by the way, never done.

Likewise 1 was privileged to watch every
step in the development of the hot blast* At the
Ward furnace at Miles, and In other furnaces in
the Valley, the blast was heated by passing it
through cast iron pipes, and these lasted but a
short time, their renewal and replacement keep-
ing the local foundries busy and interfering
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